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Who am I : My name is Eoin, I’m 29. I struggle with addiction. I had a rough upbringing, my mother died when I was 12 and my father was a violent, alcoholic. My sister and I were in and out of foster care. I turned to drugs to help me cope. 


What is my situation: I've just left hospital I had another breakdown. I lost my flat when in hospital. I'm too scared to go to the homeless shelter, I am trying to stay clean and I know if I go back, I will get hooked again. 


I have four options to turn to:
1. family and friends, 
2. a charity the works on housing or addiction issues
3. Gardaí
4. the County Council or Local Authority



You didn't want to have to go to your foster mother for help, but you ran out of options. She offers to put you up as long as you remain clean and don't cause her any trouble. 


Your sister has had enough of dealing with the difficulties you have brought to her family. She offers to give you 50 euro, but won't let you come to the house.  


You have an ex girlfriend who meets you and buys you lunch and gives you 200 euro, but she is in a new relationship and can't help you out. You decide to buy a tent and sleep in the Pheonix Park.



You go back to Threshold for support to find accomodation, they find you a room to rent in a house in Blanchardstown. 


You ring Peter McVerry, they book you in for a consultation, to go over your options. 


You go in for your appointment. You explain that you can't stay hostel becasue you are trying to stay clean, they put you on the Housing First, waiting list and offer you a support worker.   



You go to a Garda station outside the city and they offer you a coffee and let you stay in the waiting room for the night because of the storm. 


You go to the Garda station and they allow you to stay for the night in the waiting room. 


You've been caught shoplifting a coat. You were cold and needed to stay warm. The Gardaí arrest you but release you with a caution back at the station.



You go in again to see if you have moved up the list, but more people have been added and you are actually lower down on the list. 


You call the placement assessment section and make an appointment for next week.  


At your meeting they register you as homeless and they put you on the housing list. As a young man you are at the bottom of the list.  You apply for HAP ( A Homeless Assistance Payment) Which will help you pay your rent. They offer you a hostel to stay in, but you decide to sleep rough.
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