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	What is your next step?
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Who am I : My name is Siobhan,  I had a small house in Deans Grange with my two daughters 18 and 20, who are in college. My husband and I split up 5 years ago. He now lives in France. I had my own business which was a language school, teaching Spanish and French grinds from my home.


What is my situation: My landlord is selling his house,  he gave me four months notice to find a new place. My home is also where I run my business, a grind school. It has been hard to work and find new accomodation that suits my family and business. Everywhere is too expensive or has been taken already.  I've only one week left and still no where to go. 


I have four options to turn to:
1. family and friends, 
2. a charity the works on housing issues
3. a homeless hostel 
4. the County Council or Local Authority



You move in with my parents who live in Leitrim. You've lost your business and have no income and no prospects in Leitrim. 


You call your sister, who is living in Dublin, she has agreed to take some of  your belongings and has said your daughters can sleep on the pullout couch in the living room.  Who/where do you go to now? 


You contact your friend who lives in a small apartment in the city. He offers to put you up for a week. 



You go back to threshold for support to find accomodation.


You ring Focus Ireland, they book m in for a consultation, to go over your options. 


You go in for your appointment. They find a hostel where you can stay, 



You're a month in the hostel and your bag was stolen with all your cards and money. You go back to your famil for help


You book in for your first night at the hostel. It is scary, with loads of violence and addicts. 


Your three weeks in the hostel, You've been threatened with violence.



You finally find an apartment to rent for you and your children, but when you go to the County Council they tell you, you are only entitled to support for a one bedroom apartment. 


You call the placement assessment section and make an appointment for next week.  You move out of your home. Your children go to your sisters, but you can't stay, there is only room for two on the couch and you don't want them to stop going to college. 


At your meeting they register me. You apply for HAP ( A Homeless Assistance Payment) Which will help you cover your rent since loosing your job. But the rent prices in the area are no where near the HAP. They also put you on the housing list but there are over 1000 ahead of you and your daughters will have to apply for their own housing. You go back to hostel for the night.  
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