


The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 
explains the rights that all children have. Adults 
should help you to enjoy your rights at school.

In a Child Rights School:
• Everybody learns about child rights
• Adults ask for your opinions when 

making decisions
• Children enjoy their rights

The adults in your school should 
learn about child rights and help 
you to enjoy them. 

Decide three child rights activities your school will do 
this year. Use the ribbon on the next page to help you 
to plan. The student council will coordinate this work 
but everybody will be involved. Display your plan on the 
school noticeboard. Each time the student council meets 
they should discuss the plan, decide what is going well 
and what needs more work.

A student council is a group of 
students voted by each class. 
When school decisions are being 
made the principal and teachers 
must come to the student 
council to hear their ideas and 
opinions and really take them 
into account. 

Share the work you are doing 
with other schools to help them  
become more rights respecting. 
Share with your families and 

the local community too through 
your school website, social media, or 
newsletters. You could even invite a 
journalist to your school.

Find out how your school already 
helps children to enjoy their rights. 
Decide what needs work. You could do 
a survey of all classes. Some children 
could walk around the school and 
observe and record their findings.

It is really important to celebrate all 
of your hard work and achievements. 
Get the whole school involved. 
Invite a representative from UNICEF, 
parents and carers, and people from 
your local community.



Rights Ribbon Use this ribbon to plan how your 
school will become more rights 
respecting. Each year choose:
•	 one activity to help everybody to LEARN 

about rights.
•	 one activity to help children to PARTICIPATE 

in decisions made in the school.
•	 one activity to help children to ENJOY their 

rights at school.

Look at page 6 and 7 for a list of 
suggested activities. You do not need 
to do all of these. Come up with your 
own ideas too.
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LEARN Display child r
ights 

around the s
chool

•	 Hang posters of 

the CRC in each 

classroom.

•	 Create a display board 

in the hall with the 

rights ribbon.

Explore 
rights in 

different subjects
•	 Make connections to rights 

when you are learning.
•	 Focus on a different article 

of the CRC in each school 
assembly.

Teach parents and carers about 

rights
•	 Organise an evening for parents and 

carers to tell them about rights.

•	 Include someone from the parents' 

association on the student council.

PARTICIPATE
Teachers and children discus

s and 

decide together what and how they 

will learn 
•	 Children vote to decide the class 

timetable.
•	 Teachers offer children a choice of topics 

to learn about.

Involve children in school decisions, 

with the help of the student council 

•	 The principal takes the children’s views into 

account when writing school policies.

•	 The student council is given a budget.

Help children in the wider world to 
enjoy their rights 

•	 Get involved in community projects.•	 Learn about the Sustainable Development Goals.

ENJOY
Create a classroom where 
children enjoy all of their 

rights 
•	 Create a charter in every 

classroom.
•	 Celebrate the different 

languages and cultures in each 
class.

Create a sch
ool, 

inside and ou
tside, 

where children
 enjoy 

all of their r
ights 

•	 Carry out a safety walk 

around the school and 

decide what needs to 

be done to make every 

child feel included and 

welcome.

Connect other school programmes 
to child rights 

•	 Look at the different school programmes you are 
working on and make connections to the CRC. For 

example. The Green Schools programme is connected 
to Article 24 health, water, food, environment.
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